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MENDING AND SEWING

IN a printer's bindery dealing with new books the
printed sheets as they come from the press are cut
into folding units, each folding unit making a section of
the book. The folding is generally done on a folding
machine, although many important books are still folded
by hand. After folding there would be as many piles of
folded units as there will be sections in the book. A girl
gathers one section from each pile and so collects a com-
plete copy. After any plates, maps, or single leaves have
been secured by tipping-in or guarding, the sections are
pressed and end-papers added and the book is then
ready for sewing. In very large binderies the gathering
is done by a machine.

In the case of an old book that comes to the miscel-
laneous binder for re-binding, there is generally much
to be done to it before the leaves can be sewn. It is first
collated to see that it is perfect and is then pulled to
pieces* The old cover is stripped off, the sewing thread
cut, and the sections carefully detached one by one. In
spite of every care, the backs of some sections of books
printed on good paper may be damaged and need
strengthening by guards, while the backs of all sections
of books printed on poor paper are likely to need such
strengthening. When the paper of a book is soft like
blotting-paper this defect can be remedied by re-sizing,
if the book is worth the expense of the process. To re-
size a book, each pair of leaves is passed through a hot,
weak solution of gelatine and then hung up on a line
to dry, Besides strengthening the paper and making it
crisp and firm, this process will remove stains that are
due to damp. Dust and some surface dirt can be re-
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